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KEY RESULTS

• 10 -15% of all deliveries in the United 

States are performed electively and 

before 39 weeks

• Substantial morbidity results
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ELECTIVE TERM DELIVERY

Part II (Clark et al AJOG 2010)

• A repeat of the previous study after 2 
years of educational efforts/policy changes

• 2007 vs. 2009

• Same facilities/same months of the year

• We do not employ our obstetricians

• We do not have a captive insurance group

• Change possible only through 
education/persuasion/leadership



TERM DELIVERIES

HCA Pilot Facilities
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TERM NICU ADMISSIONS

HCA Pilot Facilities
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OPTIONS

• Not allowed by policy with hospital staff as 

enforcers

• Not allowed by policy but M.D. may do it if 

they want – all exceptions go to Peer 

Review

• Allowed at M.D. discretion but discouraged 

by intensive education



Reduction in Elective Delivery 



Morbidity associated with 

elective pre-39 week 

deliveries
A hospital acquired condition


